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From the Hopkinsian Magazine. 


O<°The following is that part of a Sermon, which the 
preacher calls “Improvement.” It is presented to the 
readers of the Universalisg Magazine, that they may 
know what Hopkinsian doctrine is. The most of 
those, who go under the name of that order, wil! 
not allow that their creed requires them to believe 
that they must be willing to be damned, to be for- 
ever unholy, to hate God eternally, &c. &c. in order 
to be good Christians. The following Sermon speaks 
for itself; and it speaks plainly. 

“Incline not my heart to any evil thing.” 
Psalm cxli. 4. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


i. fit was proper for David to offer the petition 
in our text; then it is equally proper for all other 
saints, in all ages of the world, to offer the same. Mor- 
al evil is the same odious, criminal and deadly thing, iv 
itself, in all places and all periods oftime. God is the 
saine sovereign, holy and gracious being, yesterday, to- 
day and forever. ‘That petition, therefore, which is 
proper for one saint, is proper for ail saints. All other 
saints are as dependant upon God, for all their mora) 
exercises, as David was. God has as much power, and 
as good a right, to incline the hearts of other saints, as 
the heart of the king of Israel, to evil things to prac- 
tice wicked works. Other saints have as much reason 
to apprehend, that God will incline their hearts to evil, 
as David had. [lence it is equally as proper, that all 
saints should offer up the petition under considera 
tion, as it was that David should offer it up. 

2. If David did right in offering the petition in ou 
text; then all other saints ought to offer the same 
‘The prayers and praises of the king of Israel, recorded 
in the book of Psalms, were designed as patterns or 
models, for saints, in their devotional exercises, in ali 
succeeding time. It is the duty of all saints to sing 
and pray, in the very spirit of the psalms of the sweet 
singer of Israel. Hence our Lord enjoined it upon his 
disciples, to adopt the petition in our text, and always 
to say, in substance, in their prayers, ‘‘Lead us not in- 
to temptation ; but deliver us from evil.” 

All saints ought to believe and realize their absolute 
dependence upon God, and his sovereign right to turn 
their hearts as he turns the rivers of water. All saints 
ought to deprecate moral evil. as the most hateful and 
dreadiul thing in the universe. Al] saints ought to be 
sensible of the danger of being inclined to moral evil, 
and of the importance and prevalence of humble, fer- 
vent prayer. They should, each one, therefore, daily 
offer up the petition. ‘*Lord, incline not my ‘heart to 
any evilthing.” If saints would, more generally and 
more constantly and more sincerely, offer up this peti- 
tion; there is reason to believe that they would less 
frequently fall into sin, to the dishonor of religion, and 
the wounding of their own souls: For Christ bath 
said, that “‘the Father giveth the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him.” But, 

3. Ifthe petition under consideration, be so proper 
and important, as we have seen;—Then those Chris- 
tians, who refuse to adopt it have great reason to ap- 
prehend that God will correct them for their neglect, 
by incliningihem to such presumptuous sins, as wil! 
expose them to shame and sorrow. If they will not be 
convinced of their entire dependence, God may take 
some effectual and severe method to teach it to them 
If they will not acknowledge God’s sovereignty ove: 
them ; he may see it necessary to exhibit it to them in 
an awful manner. It isnot improbable, that the beart 





of David was inclined to number the people and to sib 
in the matter of Uriah, to convince him of his absolute 
dependence upon God,to bring bim humbly and devout- 
ly to acknowledge the divine sovereignty, and constant- 
ly and fervently to pray, “Keep back thy servant from 
presumptuous sins; let them not have dotminion over 
me—Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousness— Incline not my heart to any evil thing, 
to practice wicked works with men that work iniqui- 
ty.’ Peter was once so foolish, as to trust in bis own 
heart; but his foul and profane denial of his Lord, con- 
vinced him, it is presumed, that it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps. Let those, who imagine 
that the way of man is in himself, that they possess an 
independent self-determining power of will, remem- 
ber David, Peter, and themselves, and no longer trust 
their own hearts. Let them consider, that they are 
not sufficient of themselves to think any thing, and 
pray for the Holy Spirit to work in them to will and 
to do that which is pleasing to God ; lest, to convince 
them of their dependence and humble them for their 
self-sufficiency. he should ‘ cause them to err from his 
ways, harden their hearts from his fear, and draw them 
away with the wicked and with the workers ofiniquity.’ 

4. If saints ought to adopt the petition in our text ; 
then they ought to be willing to have their hearts in- 
clined to evil, whenever that shall be most for the glo- 
ry of God and the good of the universe. The petition 
implies, tbat God has a righ? to incline the hearts of 
saints to evil, whenever his glory demands it. This 
right must be cordially acknowledged’ by all who 
adopt this petition. The glory of God does require, 
that the hearts of all saints should sometimes be in- 
clined to evil: This is evident from his sanctifying 
them but imperfectly, in this life. And ought not 
saints to value the glory of God above all things else ? 
Besides, prayer is begging, not demanding. All sin- 
cere prayer implies an acknowledgment of God's right 
to withhold the thing prayed for, and a wiliingness 
that he should withbold it, if he sees best. Saints, 
therefore, cannot sincerely adopt the petition in pur 
text, unless they do feel entirely willing. that God 
should incline their hearts to evil ; ifhis own glory and 
the good of bis kingdom require it. 

5. We may learn, that there may be a holy willing- 
ness to be unholy. This some postively deny ; and! 
others are slow of beart to understand and believe. 
They think, and sometimes say, that to be willing, in 
any sense and on any account, to be unholy, must im- 
ply a love to sin and an aversion to holiness, which is 
sinful and criminal in any rational creature. But, we 
have seen, that saints may and onght to pray, that God 
would not incline them to sin, or make thém unholy ; 
which involves a willingness, that he should do this, if 
he sees it best ; since it is impossible to pray for any 
thing, without submission to the will of God. That 
person does not pray, but demands, or rather commands, 
who does not feel willing to be denied bis request, | 
whatever it may be, if God shal] see it best to deny 
bim. 
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to be made perfect and complete in all the will of God. 
Why should he, or how can he pray to be delivered 
from that, which he loves? And, while the saint thus 
prays, he feels willing to be denied his request, only 
on condition, that the glory of God requires it. He ex- 
ercises self denial, and is teady to make any sacrifice 
of his private good, which the divine glory may require, 
The language of his heart is, let the glory of God be 
promoted and the interest of his kingdom advanced, 
whatever evil, natural or moral, this may render it ne~ 
cessary for me to undergo. Such a willivguess to he 
unholy, is truly disinterested, and the very opposite 
of that selfishness, in which all sin consists. Saints nev~- 
er hate sin or love God more, than when they pray, 48 
David did in our text; with a willingness to be denied 
their request, if God shall see fit. But if, when put- 
ting up this petition, they should feel unwilling to sac- 
rifice their own good, to promote the glory of God and 
the greatest good of his kingdom ; this would bea self 
ish, and therefore a sinful unwillingness, involving in 
it the essence of enmity against God. There not only 
may be a holy willingness to be unboly ; but it is man- 
ifest, there can be no holiness, which does not include 
such a willingness. Hence, 

6. We may infer, that it is possible for sainte to be 
willing tobe damned. This many deny; and the most 
plausible reason they assign, is this ; that damnation 
includes a state of everlasting sin and enmity against 
God; and this is a state, in which saints, in the exer- 
cise of holiness, cannot, on any consideration, be wil- 
ling to be placed. 

But this reasoning, however plausible, comprises 
two mistakes. First. It is not true, that damnation, 
strictly speaking, includes everlasting sin and enmity 
against God. Damnation isthe curse of thelaw. But, 
if damnation did include endless sin and rebellion still, 
Secondly, Saints might, in the exercise of holiness, feel 
willing to be in such a state. 

As all, who are finally lost, will remain forever in 
their sins, and forever hate and curse God ; we admit 
that a willingness to be damned, does involve a wil- 
lingness to be made forever sinful, as well as misera- 
ble. But, since, as we have seen, there may and must 
be a holy willingness, to be unholy ; it is just as easy 
to see, how saints, in the exercise of holiness, should 
be willing to have their bearts forever inclined to evil, 
as how they should be willing to be punished, with 
everlasting destruction. All that is implied in either, 
is real self-denial, or supreme love to God. 

And, as saints may, so all saints must fee) willing to 
be cast off forever, upon supposition the glory of God 
and the good of his kingdom require it. 

And this is a supposition, which every saint must 
make, when he has not the full assurance of hope; a 
supposition, which every sinner must make, when he 
first submits himself to God ; for no one, until he has 
submitted to God, can have evidence, that he should 
not be cast off forever. 

7. In the light of what has been said, the condilion 
of impenitent sinners, appears to be very dangerous 


But, if saints, when they pray that God would not} and alarming. God has their heartsin his hand. He 


incline them to any evil thing, feel willing to be thus | 
inclined, if the glory of God require it ; this must be a | 
holy willingness ; for that cannot be unholy, which is | 
vecessarily included in a good and acceptable prayer. | 
ihe truth is, ‘that such a willingness does not imply | 
‘ove to sin, but suprenie love to God. When the saint | 
rays, that his heart may not be inclined to any evil | 
thing, he bates every false way, and greatly desires to! 


has a right to incline them to allevil. ‘They dispute 
his sovereignty, love their sins, avd will not pray fos 
the Holy Spirit to turn them from sin to holiness, — 
There is great reason, therefore, to apprehend, thi: 
God will continue to harden their hearts, inciine then 
to evil, and cause them, freely and volunts:i!y 
treasure up wrath against the day of wrath. and to 
work out their own destruction. He Certainly wi’! 
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unless cootrary to their desires and endeavors, the! ny men of honest hearts hesitate to yield-to us their aid 
prayers of saints prevail with the Holy Spirit, to turn ; and approbation. I fear and tremble at the thought, 
them from darkness to light, from enmity to love, and | that the noble and glorious object of our institution is 
from the power of satan to God ; which, may God of | defeated. I tremble on my own account, on your ac- 
his infinite mercy grant, for the sake of his dear Son, count, and for the cause of Christian charity and be- 
our Lord and Saviour, to whom be glory forever.— | nevolence. 1 may be mistaken. But the public seem 
AMEN, to me to have withdrawn their confidence ; the aux- 
iliary societies are expiring, and the income is very 
| perceptibly diminishing from month to month, and 
From the Liverpool Mercury. should I travel as your agent for four months during 
i.ESSON TO INTOLERANTS. the eneuing season, I should go without the least pros- 

| pect of being able either to enrich your treasuary, or 
It does not become me at 


The following is the prayer of Joseph, emperor of | 244 1, your auxiliaries. 

Germany, extracted from an old German work, under) ,,. |. erie . 

the title of Joseph's Gebetbuck, the emperor's prayer | this time to inquire into the causes which have produc- 
book. Should you deem it calculated to increase in | 4 this mortifying and unhappy state of things; they 
your readers that spirit of unbounded charity which | are wrapped in a mystery,” &c. 

gm hes rn the rg wey is the rs So matters stand at present with this famous and once 
of true religion, its early insertion in your valuable! ,opular society. The next inquiry is what is to be done 
paper, the Mercury, will oblige 7o.We with the money that has been collected by Mr. Frey and 


PRAYER.—O, thou eternal, incomprehensible Be- | three or four hundred auxiliary societies. 
ing! who art the fountain of mercy and the source of) During a late meeting of this American Jews Socie- 








all moral obligations, for the sake of embracing a doc- 
trine, which they believe would eventuate in such de- 
plorable consequences. Behind such a battery as this, 
the clergy who oppose the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation, feel themselves tolerably secure ; and will so 
continue until this refuge of lies be removed. 

The reader is now called on to consider cautiously 
this great and formidable objection. He is not now in- 
vited to examine the evidences in favor of this doc- 
trine, which is sppposed to be so pernicious in its ef- 
fects; but to examine the objection itself, and by it- 
self. The question is this; is it reasonable to believe, 
that, if the doctrine of Universal Salvation were gen- 
erally received, and entire confidence placed in its di- 
vine reality, religion would disappear, and all moral 
obligations be disregarded ? 

How shall we try a question of such importance ?— 
How and where shall we make our first attack on this 
most formidable fortress? Driven from every other 
entrenchment, our enemy has concentrated his whole 
force at this one single point! Here then we meet 


love! thy sun lights equally the Christian and the A- 
theist; thy showers equally nourish the fields of be- 
lievers and of the infidels, the seed of virtue is found 
even ip the heart of the impious and the heretic. From 
thee |. learn, therefore, that diversity of opinion does 


ty, held in New York, it is stated in the United States 
Gazette, that the debate on some questions ‘became 
so animated, that a reverend member, Mr. Reed, of 
Charlestown, felt called upou to propose a prayer, that 
all angry and acrimonious feelings might be allayed.”’ 





uot prevent thee from being a beneficent Fathertoall! The whole of the numerous societics now in opera- 
mankind. Shall J, then, thy feeble creature be less | tion in this country, under pretence of converting the 
indulgent? Shall I not permit, my subjects to adore | heathen, spreading the gospel, educating young men 
thee in what manner they please? Shall I persecute | for the ministry, &c. &c. rest on the same foundation, 
those who differ with me in point of thinking? Shall l _and are influenced by the same principles as this “‘so- 
spread my retigion with the point of the sword? 0, | ciety for ameliorating the condition of the Jews,” and 
thou! whose mighty power and ineffable love embra- | they will no doubt in the end experience the same fate. 
ces the universe, grant that such erroneous principles pp, publie will not ovly see their inexpediency but 
may never harbor in my breast. 1 will try to be like their injurious and pernicious tendency to the cause of 
thee as far as human efforts can approach infinite per-! j,.. religion, and wholly withdraw their support from 
fection. 1 will be as indulgent as thou to all men|them. Taken collectively, they constitute one of those 
whose tenets differ from mine ; and all unnatural com- | numerous transformations of apparent righteousness 
pulsion, in point of conscience, shall be banished for- | which the Prince of Darkness assumes in order to be- 
ever from my kingdom. ' guile and fead astray the childrenof men. The many 
Where is the religion that does not instruct us to ingenious arts and stratagems employed by these so- 
Jove virtue and detest vice? Let all religions, there- | cjeties to draw money from the people, prove that they 
fore, be tolerated. Let all mankind pay their worship; have no real connexion or affinity with the true reli- 
to thee, thou eternal Being! in the manner thou think- gion of Jesus Christ. 
est best. Does an error in judgment deserve an expu!- 
sion from society? And is force the proper way to win 
ihe heart, or bring the swerving mind to a true sense 


a : sos ’ 
of religion? Let the shameful chain of religious ty AN OBJECTION CONSIDERED. 
ranpy be parted asunder and the sweet bonds of fra- 


ternal amity unite all my subjects forever! L|amsen-| As the evidences, which support the doctrine of Uni- 
sible that many difficulties will occn to me inthis bold | versal Salvation, multiply to the understanding of ils 
attempt, and that most of them wil] be thrown in my | OPpposers, and as their weight accumulates in the sober 
way by those very persons who style themselves thy |Judgment of men, as is natural, im all such cases, ef- 
winisters; but may thy almighty power never forsake forts are made to stigmatize a doctrine, against which, 
me! neither scripture nor reason can be made to bear testi- 


O, thou eternal, incomprehensible Being! fortify my {|™mony. Not unlike this kind of procedure was the con- 
holy resolutions with thy love, that | may surmount |duct of the old Pharisees, who endeavored to stigma- 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


every obstacle, and let the law of our divine master, | tise the uncontrovertible miracles of Jesus, as being | 


which inculcates charity and patience, be always im- | effected by the agency of Beelzebub. Affected piety, 
pressed upon my heart. AMEN. which, like Jehu, calls on all to behold its zeal for the 


Lord, loudly and eloquently contends that the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation is dangerous to the interests of 
religion and morality, and that it therefore ought not 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR AMELIORATING to be countenanced in sociely, even if it be true.— 
When learned. ministers can find reason to justify 


THE CONDITION OF THE JEWS. themselves, in taking such declarations, the many, 

This Society it appears has now nearly finished its | who are in the habit of believing what their preach- 
inglorious course. Mr. Frey is no longer Agent forthe |ers say, without giving themselves the trouble of in- 
Society—and in his address to the Board of Directors, | quiring concerning the strict propriety of what comes 
are the following remarks and statements ; from the sacred desk, are ready to give to such state- 
+] entertained no doubt that as long as. 1 could be | ments fal! and unreserved credit. It can be of but lit 
useful to the Board, they would neither dismiss me, nor | tle use to try the power of the most convincing testi- 
refuse to furnish a support for my family. But it is not | ony and argument, to convince people, who have im- 








From the (Philadelphia) Reformer, 


to be concealed that a change, a very great change. 
has taken place in relation to this Society, in the 
minds not only of the public, but of the Board, itself. 
The feasibility of our plans, and the wisdom of our 
measures, are on all hands called in question ; and ma- 





bibed these notions, of the truth of a doctrine, which 
they are confident would demolish the whole super- 
structure of religion and morality. People, in general, 
are not prepared to see the cause of religion forsaken ; 
they cannot be persuaded to dismiss themselves from 


him; and here we are glad to meet him; for from this, 
his own chosen grouhd, he can never retreat. Ifhe 
fails here, his defeat is complete and final. 

Reader, if you entertain any fear, you are not ina 
suitable condition to engage in our proposed enter- 
prize. This very fear is all which renders our adver- 
sary formidable. Look at that huge mass, which ap- 
pears like a mountain before you! There is no solidity 
there. Approach it, and it recedes! 

What is religion, and in what doesit consist? It is 
allowed by all, that its whole substance is love to our 
heavenly Father and to one another. Cana belief in 
God’s unirersal, unchangeable, and efficient goodness to 
man prevent our loving him and one another? Was 
there ever a more gross absurdity ? Go to the clerev, 
who often reiterate this objection, which we are now 
considering, and ask them, if a beliefthat our Father 
in heaven loves all men, and has appointed us all to 
enjoy him forever, would alienate their affections from 
him, and from their fellow heirs of salvation? Wilk 
they answer in the affirmative? Then let them be 
honest, for once, and openly state, that all the time, 
in which they have pretended to desire the salvation 
| of mankind, and in which they have offered up pray- 
- to God, that he would graciously convert sinners, 
| and sanctify them for heaven and happiness, they have 
jacted the part of bypocrisy. If the prodigal’s elder 
brother, who was angry with his father for receiving 
with compassion, his penitent Son, had spent days and 
nights before in makiog supplications to his father, to 
have compassion ou his brother, bis anger would have 
betrayed an hypocrisy similar to this whieh character- 
ises our oppouents. But as the comparison now ap- 
pears, it is much to the disadvantage of our adversa- 
ries. Let us admit another comparison. Suppose 
that those laborers in the vineyard, who bore the bur- 
den and heat of the day, had, during their labors, 
made many petitions, even with tears, to the owner of 
the vineyard, in behalf of those who were spending 
their time idly in the market places; suppose they 
had expostalated with the master, and had endeavor- 
ed, by all. possible persuasion, to move him to have 
compassion on them, and grapt-them the same blessed 
penny which they were to receive; their murmuring 
at the good man for giving (hem as much as they them- 
selves received, would have resembled the complaints 
which are necessarily embraced in the objection unde+ 
consideration. Bui our modern pharisees have added 
ove degree to the character of hypocrisy, which was 
reprimanded by the parables of the Saviour. 

What is morality? Is it not the natural effects of 
our love to our Creator and to our fellow creatares? 
In relation to our neighbors, shall we not be moral, if 
we truly love them? And if the belief that our Fath- 
er in heaven love them, connected with the examples - 
of his love, will not induce usto love them, what will? 
If the goodness of God to ourselves, naturally alienates 
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our hearts from him; and if the assurance of his favor 
to our fellow creatures will naturally incline us to hate 
them, then is there validity in the objection we are 
cousidering ; but if the reverse is true, then is the 
whole objection removed. 

Let this general subject be tried by reducing it toa 
practical question, in a small circle. Let the parent 
of a family of children, father or mother, become fully 
persuaded that God does, in deed and in truth, love 
this whole family ; that Jesus Christ is in fact the Sa- 
viour of this family ; and that they are all the blessed 
heirs of everlasting life; will this belief render this 
parent unjust, unkind, and even unmerciful to this 
family? We koow that nothing can be more repug- 
nant to reason than such a conclusion. 

Though it seems impossible to see this subject ina 
clearer light, we may look af it in the following shape. 
Let an affectionate mother be persuaded to believe 
that the infant in her arms is the object of divine in- 
dignation, and this mother’s heart must either trans- 
form into the image of this indignation, or revolt from 
the being who is supposed to exercise it. And this 
evident fact leads us to reflect on what all history con- 
firms; that the belief of eternal enmity in God has 
produced perpetual enmity in man. 
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From the (New York) Gospel Herald. 
GROSS IGNORANCE. 


The following account is given to our readers as an 
evidence of the ignorance and consequent superstition 
of a portion of the Methodist clergy, who promulgate 
and countenance this puerile story for purposes best 
known to themselves. The late parson John Summer- 
field is the voucher; a parson Mills, the author; the 
ghosts of James and his wife, and the heroic Nanny! 
the actors. On reading this Methodist story, we were 
surprised to find no account of Hell, which the ortho- 
dox are generally better acquainted with than with 
Heaven. However, our surprise was lessened on re- 
flection ; for the Methodists would like to prove that 
their sect only have communication with Heaven ; and 
this account is probably intended to operate as good 
evidence in favor of their sect ; and prove to the world, 
that Methodists can not only go to heaven, but also re- 
turn from thence to this world! 

We cannot but cherish a hope, that among the Me- 
thodist laity there will be found honest men and wo- 
men, of sufficient good sense, to treat, with the con- 
tempt it merits, this vile attempt to impose on the 
young, the ignorant, and the unwary. The crafty 





It is a fact which no one wil! deny, who is acquaint- | 
ed with the history of the church, that its darkest ages | 
have been the most free from the doctrine of Univer- | 


sal Salvation, and the most remarkable for impiety and 
immorality. 
now assert, that the very image of hell has most mani- 
festly appeared, in the unmerciful persecutions prac- 
tised by those who believed in its strict eternit; ! 

Those who urge the objection under consideration, 
are requested to name some sort of immorality, which 
has been unknown to the world, only when aod where 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation has been believed. 
They are called on to hold up those impious frauds, 
which were never practised by a hierarchy who be- 
lieved in the endless misery of millions of buman be- 
ings, but which have been invented and practised by 
those few, who have believed and preached ihe doc- 
trine of universal holi.ess and happiness. 

\Vhile the writer of this regrets, with deep humility, 
the too visible want of conformity, in professed Univer- 
salists, to the pure maxims of our divine religion ; he 
inmost sincerely thanks the Director of hearts, that 
there are so many, who profess a contrary faith, whose 


lives are infinitely better than the doctrine which they | 


believe. H. B. 


° 











EDITORIAL NOTICE, 


After having, for more than four years, borne a part 


in the Editorial care of the MaGazine, the Subscriber | 


thinks it proper now to relinguish this department of 
his labors. His other avocations call for so much of his 
attention that he has little to spare for the Paper.— 
They have already obliged him to neglect it to a de- 
gree which, he is sensible, is inconsistent with the du- 
ty of an Editor ; and though this neglect has hitherto 
been remedied by the faithfulness of the brethren with 
whom he was engaged, still he feels there is an impro- 
priety in pledging his name to the public for a service 
which he has not oppertunity to perform. 
some time, been engaged, with ‘ove of his. bretbren, iv 
a work which is at length brought to that stage where 
it absolutely requires all the study and attention of his 
leisure bours; and he must either abandon this, or 
give up his part of the care of the Magazine. 

In taking leave of it, he would express to its readers 
his hearty wishes for its prosperity. He leaves it un- 
der the management of those who having been long 
tried and found faithful, are a pledge to the public 
that its interests wil! be well regarded. 
2d. 


Hosra Bantov, 


And it is in sober faithfulness that we | 


He has, for 


clergy need watching; for their object appears to be, 
first, to generate superstition in the minds of their 
dupes, and having moulded them to suit their purposes 
' of deception, then to use them as beasts of burden.— 
The clergy, that is, many of them, are the most pro- 
| fuse of expressions of good will to the people, and do 
this even at the expense of truth itself ;—first denying 

that God is the friend of mankind, they then offer 
| themselres as good men and true, who are solicitous to 
| serve the public; and for this very cause they should 
be suspected, and trusted as honest men trust rogues ; 
by dealing with them in a manner which will prevent 
' being cheated. 


EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCE. 


From the Religious Messenger of the Philadelphia 
Conference, 


| 


| ‘The following communication has been handed us 
for publication, by a gentleman of this city, who re- 
ceived it, as here stated, from the late eloquent and 
pious Summerfield a short time before his death. We 
know the writer, he is a man who is distinguished 
alike for excellence of characier, credibility, piety, 
and moral worth. His name would at once remove 
every possible doubt, as tothe faithfulness and cor- 
rectness with which the narrative has been furnished ; 
and as tothe certainty.—£d. 


The following account I received from the late Rev. 
| John *unmerfield, soon after his return from England. 
| Mr.S. informed me, that he obtained the narrative from 
‘the Rev. Richard Watson, the gentieman who is now 
writing the excellent work, entitled, ‘Theological In- 
stitutes; one volume of which has reached this coun- 
try. Mr. Watson received the account irom the Rey 

Mr. Mills, a minister of talent, integrity, and hig! 
| standing, in the Methodist Church in England, and 
who wasan actor in the scene. Mr. Watson further 
informed Mr. Summerfield, that he was intimately ac 











_quainted with Mr. Mills, aud knew him to be a man of 
; 


the greatest moral wort, and by no means credulous. 
Mr. Mills had travelled a circuit in Rogiand in which 
lived a wan by the name of James, with whom, his 
wife and children, he was intimately acquainted, and 
j|at whose house he lodged in passing around the cir- 
cuit. Ile leit the circuit after having travelled it one 
year, to attend tothe conference, and was again re- 
turned toit a second time. But in the interim, an epi- 
demic disease bad prevailed in the place where James 
resided, and both himself and wite were carried off by 
it suddenly, and within a short time of each other.— 
Mr. Mills, however, as usual, went to his old lodging, 
bya was then occupied by the children, but fei: 
zloomy and distressed at finding the abode uo longer 
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enlivened by the presence of its former pious heads ; 


who had been his intimate friends; and in this state of 
mind retired to rest, in the same room in which on for- 
mer occasions he had been in the habit of sleeping. 
Soon after laying down, however, Mr. Mills, with 
considerable astonishment, heard, as he supposed, 
some persons whispering in an adjoining room, intd 
which he immediately repaired, to ascertain who they 
were, but found no one. He again laid down, and 
concluded that he must have been mistaken; but the 
circumstance brought to his recollection a rumor which 
he had heard, at a place not very distant, and to 
which he had paid but little attention, that James and 
his wife had been several times seen after their death. 
While thinking on this rumor, he again heard the 
whispering renewed ; this increased his surprise ;—and 
a second time he arose and searched the room, but 
with the same result. He arose the third time, from 
the same cause, but after a strict search, could find no 
one. After this he resolved to disregard it, and fell 
into a deep sleep and heard nothing more. The next 
morning he left the house without mentioning the cir- 
cumstance to the children, to attend an appointment, 
about three miles distant, and as usual, dined at the 
house of a pious old lady iv the neighborhood of the 
place. This woman, though poor and aged, had al- 
ways insisted on the preachers staying with her; and 
through respect for her age and excellent character, 
they indulged her wishes. She had provided for Mr. 
Mills a frugal repast, but declined eating with him, 
stating that she preferred waiting on him. 

The old lady was generally known by the familiar 
name of Nanny, and by this name she was called by 
the preachers. While Mr. Mills was eating his mor- 
sel, Nanny, who was seated some distance from him, 
said, “*Mr. Mills, I have a request to make of you.» — 
‘Well, Nanny, (he replied) what is it?’ ‘ Why (said 
she,) that you preach my funeral sermon on next Sab- 
bath.’ The request astonished Mr. Mills, who looking 
at her with surprise, said, ‘ Nanny, what is the matter 
with you? Have you lost your senses?’ ‘Oh no, sir, 
| (she replied) | know perfectly well what I am talking 
about, for ] shall die on Friday, at 3 o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, and though you will be some miles from this 
place, | want you to comply with my request, and if 
you have ever known any thing good of me, that may 
be serviceable to others, you can tell it.” ‘ But, (said 
Mr. M.) before I promise to comply with your request, 
| should be much gratified if you would inform me how 
you know that you will die on Friday, this being on 
Tuesday ?? ‘Then, sir, 1 will inform you. You know 
tbat reports have been in circulation, that James and 
his wife have been seen in different places, by various 
persons since their death.’—‘ True (said Mr. M.) but 
i regard it as mere rumor,’ * But, sir, (she replied) 
if saw them this morving!? * You saw them!’ * In- 
deed I did, sir. Early this morning, while sweeping 
my entry, | looked up towards the road, and I saw two 
persons, a man and woman, coming towards the house, 
who appeared to me to resemble James and his wife. 
i ceased to sweep, and looked steadily at them, untit 
they came near to me, when I found it really was 
them.’ Said Mills, *why, Nanny, were you not 
afraid ?>—* Me afraid! Mr. Mills, (she replied.) what 
had I to fear? Indeed I wag not afraid, for | knew 
James and his wife io this world, and! am sure they 
were good people, and I was quite certain they had 
not become bad since they left it. Well, sir, as 1 was 
saying, they came up to me and | said, ‘James! is 
that you?’ and he said, ‘ yes, Nanny, it isme; you are 
not deceived, and this is my wife.’. And I said, ‘James 
are you happy?’ and he replied ‘Il am, and so is my 
wife ; and our happiness far exceeds any thing we 
ever conceived of in this world.’ * But, (said I,) James, 
if you are so happy, why have you returned?’ To 
which he replied, ‘strange as it may appear to you, 
there is still a mysterious tie existing between us and 
our iriends in this world, which will not be dissolved 
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until the resurrection; and also, Nanny, you know 
that I and my wife died suddenly, in consequence of 
which, it has been supposed that | left no WiLL ; and 
in order to prevent some uneasiness which is likely to 
exist among the children, respecting my property, we 
have been permitted to return to the world; and inform 
some person that I did make a Will, and where it may 
be found. We went—he continued—last night, to our 
former mansion, to inform Mr. Mills respecting the Will, 
but found he was somewhat frightened, and therefore 
concluded not to tell him, but to see you this morning 
and request you to inform him, as he will dine with 
you to-day, for we passed him on the road; and we 
knew, Nanny, that you would not be frightened.’ ‘No. 
indeed, James, | am not alarmed,’ she replied, ‘for I am 
vast glad to see you, especially since you are happy.’ 
‘The Will,’ he said, ‘is in a private drawer, in the desk, 
which opens by a secret spring, (here giving a full 
description of it,) which the children do not know of, 
and the executors live in the neighborhood.’ ‘Request 
Mr. Mills,’ he said, ‘toreturn to the house after dinner, 
and he will find the Will, and see the executors, and 
can have things satisfactorily settled in the family. And, 
said he, Nanny, we are permitted to inform you, that 
on Friday next at three o’clock, in the afternoon, you 
will DIE, and be with us!’ ‘Oh! James,” she replied, 
‘lam vast glad to hear it. I wish it was Friday now.’ 
—‘Well,’ said he, ‘be ready, for the messenger will cer- 
tainly call for you at that hour.’ She replied, ‘don’t 
fear, James ; by the grace of God! will be ready ;’ and 
they left her.” 

Mr. Mills heard the account with no emall degree of 
astonishment ; and conéluded to return to the house 
from whence he came in the morning. Without the 
least difficulty he found the drawer and Will. He also 
saw the executors, and was pleased to find that the 
Will gave full satisfaction to all concerned. On the 
following Friday, at three o’clock, pious Nanny died; 
and Mr. Mills informed Mr. Watson, that he preached 
her funeral sermon on the succeeding Sabbath. 

Mr. Watson remarked to Mr. Summerfield, that he 
had always before been an unbeliever on the subject 


of apparitions, but that he did most fally credit this ac- 
count 
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THE GRAVE YARD. 


I stand among the dark grey stones — 
No living thing is near; 

Beneath me are the mould’ring bones 
Of those who once were here. 


And here, perhaps, they mased like me, 
And heard the grave declare 

On every side its victory, 
And saw how frail they were. 

Like me, they felt that sense is nought, 
That passion is a dream, 

That Pleasure’s bark though richly fraught, 
Must sink beneath the stream. 


Yet sense and passion held them slaves, 
And lashed them to the oar, 

Till they were wreck'd upon their graves— 
Ava then they rose no more! 

Perhaps like them I too shall go, 
Nor heed my cowing doom, 

And every trace of me below, 
Be swept into the tomb. 

And yet I would not live in vain; 
Dy earthly pleasures cloy’d, 

Or render back to God again 
My talent unemploy’d, 
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TO UNIVERSALISTS. 


Brethren,—As this paper concludes the 7th 
volume of the Universazist Magazine, it is 
thought expedient to accompany it with the 
Proprietor’s most respectful thanks for the pat- 
ronage with which its friends have given it sup- 
port; to request alsa the continuance of the fa- 
vor on which it has heretofore depended, and 
ihe assistance of others, who believe in the doc- 
‘rine, to the defence of which its columns have 
been devoted. 

In stating some of the eonsiderations which 
may be regarded as justifiable inducements to 
continue the publication of the Universalist Mag- 
azine, and to extend the circle of its influence 
by an accession of new patrons, the present Pro- 
prietors make no pretentions to that peculiar 
kind of benevolence, which acts without self- 
interest. They are printers by profession, and 
have young and increasing families, which de- 
pend on their industry for support. It is desira- 
ble, however, that a virtuous public should feel 
assured, that the publishers of the Magazine, 
entertain a confident hope, that, while their ex- 
ertions may be subservient to their domestic in- 
terests, they will more promote the cause oi 





‘Much still remains to be done. Spiritual wick- 


truth, of religion and morality, than they could 
by the use of any other means. 

The unexampled prosperity and increase of 
the doctrine of the divine impartiality, which in 
a few years has driven to most perplexing em. 
barrassments the various systems, by which the 
Divine favor has been-so long limited, cannot 
fail to give due encouragement to all the ration- 
al lovers of the faith once delivered to the sa:nts, 
to exert every means in their power for its fur- 
ther promotion. Had it been the will of Heav- 
en not to succeed the exertions which have 
heretofore been made to disseminate the good 
seed of the kingdom, it might have been plead 
in excuse for discontinuing them ; but since it is 
an evident fact, that after all which unclean 


trine of the scripiures by reading Geir wivies, 
they should realixe that those humble means, 
which to them may be of small advantage, may 
serve the purpose of opening the eyes of those, 
who have never seen the truth, who will there- 
by become indebted to them for so great a 
favor, 

Lend us your assistance, brethren, and on our 
part we engage to repay your liberality to the 
utmost of ourpower And, relying on the arm 
which is invisible, may we continue to see the 
prosperity of that benign kingdom of righteous- 
ness and peace, which shall finally he as exten- 
sive and as durable as the ordinances of 
heaven, 








SELECTEDs 


SPRING. 
BY WILLIAM RAY. 


Look through creation and behold 
The wonders of Almighty pow’r; 
Eternal Wisdom’s works unfold 
In every leaf—in ev’ry flower: 
There is a God, all good, all wise, 
The very meanest insect cries. 


Seasons revolving in their spheres, 
A thousand rural beauties bring ; 
But loveliest of the group appears 
The green dress’d beauty, charming Spring ; 
The music of whose morning voice 
Bics all the sons of earth rejoice. 


Winter is death—when Nature mourns 
To see her offspring lifeless lie ; 
Summer and Autumn weep, by turns, 
To see their children droop and die ; 
But Spring revives their hopes again, 
And breathes new life through ev’ry vein. 


How emblematic of that day, 
The glorious resurrection morn, 
When deck’d io brighter robes than May, 
In robes that angel hosts adorn, 
The soul redeem’d shall burst its tomb, 
And in immortal glory bloom. 








NOTICE. 





birds have devoured, thoras chocked and stony 
ground rendered unfruitiul, very much has pros- | 
pered in good soil, so that the Lord of the har-| 
vest has realized his thirty, sixty, and even an 
hundred fold. It must be allowed, that to con- 
tinue and increase such means, in a good cause, 
as have already succeeded far beyond our ex- 
pectations, is justified by the soundest policy. 
To the foregoing considerations it is just to 
add, that the enemies of truth, though often foil- 
ed, are still active; though dismayed, are still 
determined, and being vexed with defeats are | 
waiting for our relaxation to give them triumph. 


edness delights to revel in high places, she seeks 
the smiles of the great, who are seldom deaf to 
her wooings ; she is a court-lady of affected pie- 
ty, whose hypocrisy must be exposed, and whose 
influence must finally be destroyed. 

If the multiplied means and exertions, which 
are in constant operation to keep the public in 
the beaten path of error, to prevent the spread 
of moral light, and to rivet the chains of super- 
stition, are duly regarded, it will most persua- 
sively call for the unremitted vigilance of those, 
who stand in christian liberty, to counteract 
those means with exertions more salutary to 








O God of mercy make me know, 
The gift which thou hast given, 
Nor let me idly spend it so, 


' mankind, and more honorab!e to our benevolent 
| Creator. 


Should any say that the Magazine gives them 





But make it fit for heaven! 


| little fuformation; that they understand the doc- 





Mr. BALFour’s new Work will be issued from the 
press next week. 

Erratum.—I\n the poetry in our last, eighth line from 
the bottom, for arms, read alms. 


MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. 8S. Streeter, Mr. Samuel Swain to Mrs. Ma- 
ry Greenwood. Mr. John Barrows to Miss Lydia 
Danforth. 

By Rev. Mr. Greene, Mr. John B. Phelps, of this 
city, to Miss Julia Ayers, formerly of Litchfield, Con. 

In Merrimack, on the 4th inst. By Rev. Massena B. 
Ballou, Mr. Henry Wier, of Medford, to Miss Rachel 
M’Clure, of the former place. 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 

Wm. Henry Bass,25 years. Andrew J. Pierce, 6 
months. James Phillips, 48 years. Aneas Gates, 53 
years. James Ducas, 68 years. 

In New-Haven, on the 9th inst. Rev. Jupipian 
Morsr, D. D. LL. D. aged 65. 

In Cambridge, on 30th April last, Mr. Loe Rich- 
ardson, aged 56. 
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